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SOME COTGREAVE LIBRARY AIDS. 


A FEW TESTIMONIALS. 


Che Indicator. 


“Liprary CONSTRUCTION, ARCHITECTURE. FITTINGS AND FURNITURE. 
By F. J. nccitpenlelripe 


The Cotgreave Indicator is that in use in the majority of 





‘THE SCOTSMAN.’ 
* All the London Free Public Libraries which use indicator 
the Cotgreave System, which has been found to work well.” 
N.B.—See also “Greater London,” by E. Walford, M.A., F.S.A 
Social Reform,” by’ Prof. W. Stanley Jevons, M.A., F.R.S., LL.I 
T. Greenwood, F.R.G.S.; &c., &c. 


) 


As a matter of fact it will be found in about nine-tenths of the Lib 


Over 350 Institutions are now using it. 


Recently adopted at the Birmingham, Cologne, and man 


uw 


+ Sixty-two Public Libraries in London and the Metropolit 


Che Simplex Shelf Supports 


The Shelves can be raised or lowered by one person without ving anging 

book, and in half the time required by any other system. No space is lost: no mechanis to get 
jammed, or otherwise out of order, or nip the fingers: no danger t 3in gs by projecting metal 
or wooden fittings: no tilting of shelves. The Fittings are entirely « of sight en the Books 
are in position, unless more space is allowed between the shelves than generally required, 
While No. | is perhaps best for very heavy books, No. 2 is « , for nary books, andi 
cheaper and more readily fitted. Two-thirds of the woodwork required th other designs is 
saved, while the cost of joinery is greatly reduced. It can be fitted toi 





Che Contents-Subiject Index 


TO GENERAL AND PERIODICAL LITERATURE 


Large Post 8vo., Cloth, Gilt (750 pp.), 10s. 6d 





A limited number will be supplied to Library Assistant 
ACADEMY ‘We conside r that the author has done a great servi 
students. 


WESTMINSTER REVIEW.—* It has been left to Mr. Cotgreave 
supplies precisely the in ormation required by the general r 


SATURDAY REVIEW.—“* It represents a vast amount of work. and 
of current literature.* 


PUBLIC OPINION. |“ We nave nothing but praise for this work 
BOOKMAN.--“ Such a work as this is of inestimable value to librar 
SCHOOL GUARDIAN:—* This is a very valuable book of reference 


Views and Memoranda of Public Libraries (several hundred illus- 
trations). Subscription price 7/6, when published 10/6 net. 





Full particulars of the above and also of other Library 
application to the 


LIBRARY AIDS CO., 


166a, Romford Road, Stratford, London, E. 
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EIGHTH ANNUAL MEETING. 


About forty members and friends were present at this meeting 
held at 20 Hanover Square, on the 3rd ult. Unfortunately no 
representative of the N.W. Branch was able to be present. 
Mr. E. G. Rees, who occupied the chair, called upon the Secre- 
tary to read the minutes of the last Annual Meeting, on the 
conclusion of which Mr. W. Pickard (Bermondsey) protested 
that in face of a motion passed at a meeting held at West 
Ham in December, 1901, the Meeting held in June, 1902, 
was not an Annual Meeting, and wished to have his protest 
recorded. The minutes were then confirmed and signed. 

The Chairman next proceeded with the Eighth Annual 
Report, which, having been issued with the June Journal, was 
taken as read. In moving its adoption, he remarked on the 
steady progress made by the Association, and was of the opinion 
that much good work had been accomplished. He also expressed 
the gratitude of the Committee to those gentlemen who had 
helped by reading papers, promoting meetings, &c. The motion 
was seconded by Mr. R. B. Wood, supported by Mr. W. G. 
Chambers, and carried unanimously. 

The result of the ballot for Officers ani Committee was 
then announced as follows : 


Chairman: Mr. E. G. Rees (City of Westminster). 

Hon. Treasurcy: Mr. W. G. CHAMBERS (Woolwich). 

Hon. Secretary : Mr. G. E. RoeBuck (Stepney). 
LONDON MEMBERS. 


Lewin (P. E.) eve 90-| Philip (A. J.)... 
Thorne (W. B.) = ie Bullen (R. F.) 

Burt (A. G.)... cad ee 5 | Bradley (C. A.) 

Hog. Se a ae eee ae? Oe 

aed (J.) aoe Dae ae Fé Not Elected. 
Wood (P. H.) oa _ Green (T.)... as 
Wood (R. B.) a sew OA McDouall (W. B.) ... 
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Nox-LONDON MEMBERS. 





Elected. Not Elected. 

Harris (W. J.) ae «. @& Baker (A.)_... eh {9 
Gordon (P. D.) wie « C& Cunningham (W.) ... 1§ 
Swann (J. H.) was Sia Montgomery (W. T.) js 
Savage (E. A.) wr cae Percival (H.) 

Stevenson (R.) aie va ae Berry (W. H.) 39 
Quarmby (W.) sini —— Mackenzie (W.) 36 
Faraday (J. G.) ai -« GI Smith (J. H.) 33 
Hatcher (S. A.) des «ae @& 3rown (J. W.) ' 31 
McGill (W.) ... 7 oe Ewing (J. C.) 29 
Young (W. B.) ian ..- 30 | Pomfret (J.) . ‘ 26 


Before this announcement was made, Mr. Stevenson asked 
whether every nominee for the election had given his consent 
for his name to appear in the list of candidates, and quoted a 
letter from a candidate to the effect that he had received no 
intimation of his nomination, and, further, that he did not desire 
to go on the Committee. The Chairman replied that the usual 
procedure had been followed in the matter, and it was further 
pointed out that the gentleman in question should have lodged 
his complaint with the Hon. Secretary. 

In accordance with notice given, Mr Harris, after referring 
to the difference between his motion as forwarded to the Hon. 
Sec., and as printed in the Agenda-—a difference, the Chairman 
explained, caused by a misunderstanding, moved that the 
following addition be made to the Rules: 

Provincial Members and Provincial Committeemen may vote, 
by proxy or by. letter, on any matter of which due notice has been 
given in the ‘‘ Library Assistant,’’ or on Committee Agenda. 

Considerable discussion followed, and eventually Mr. Philip 
moved the following amendment, which, seconded by Mr. 
Chambers, was carried: 

Provincial members of the Committee may vote by letter on 
any matter of which due notice has been given in the ‘ Library 
Assistant,’’ or on Committee Agenda. 

Mr. Philip then proceeded to move: 

That the Association do something for the good of bibliog 


5 


or to promote the cause of the profession ; and that the most 
useful and suitable method would be publishing a list of modern 
pen-names or pseudony ms. 

In giving his reasons for the motion he stated that he 
thought the Association had now secured a position which gave 
it the authority to do something of the sort. He was not 
particular that this actual work should be done, but at the same 


raphy 


time thought that this would be the easiest and most useful to 
accomplish. 

He also produced figures as to cost in support of the 
motion. Mr. Rivers seconded, and the various points were 


discussed atlength. As the hour was getting late and no decision 
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had been arrived at, Mr. Savage moved and Mr. Coutts seconded 
that the next business be proceeded with. The motion was 
carried. Mr. Philip then moved the adjournment of the 
meeting, this was not seconded, and the Chairman moved a 
vote of thanks to Mr. MacAlister for the use of the room and his 
hospitality, which was seconded by Mr. Chambers. The Chair- 
man, properly ignoring a motion by Mr. Lewin, seconded by 
Mr. Stevenson, that Mr. MacAlister be asked for an extension 
of time, then declared the meeting closed. 


NORTH-WESTERN BRANCH. 
ANNUAL PICNIC. 

On the kind invitation of Mr. Edward McKnight, the 
Committee have arranged to visit the Chorley Library on 
July 11th. 

Train from Manchester Victoria (No. 6), 1.35 p.m., arriving 
at 2.51. Excursion Fare, 2s. 3d. 

On arrival at Chorley, members and friends will please 
assemble at the Library, when, after inspecting same, Mr. 
McKnight will give a short account of the Institution and the 
methods of working. Afterwards all proceed to Rivington for 
tea, and spend the rest of the time in rambling round this 
beautiful district. 

LIBRARY ASSOCIATION PROFESSIONAL 
EXAMINATION. 

The examination in Section 2, Cataloguing and Classifica- 
tion, was held at centres in Belfast, London, Newcastle-on-Tyne, 
and Wigan, on May 6th, 1903. Twelve candidates entered and 
presented themselves, namely two at Belfast, eight in London, 
and one each at Wigan and Newcastle. Of the twelve can- 
didates nine only entered for Classification, but all twelve 
presented themselves in Cataloguing. 

PASS LIST. 
Cataloguing. 

The following candidates have satisfied the examiners in the 
subject of Cataloguing, theoretical and practical, the names 
being arranged in order of merit :— 

‘William J. Harris, Hornsey Public Libraries (with merit). 

“Prank Dallimore, Free Public Library, Wigan (with merit). 

“A. Nash, Public Library, Clapham. 

T. E. Turnbull, Public Libraries, Newcastle-on-Tyne. 

William F. Rapple, Queen’s College Library, Belfast. 

Miss Winifred Smith, Clerkenwell Public Library. 

‘F. C. Bushnell, Fulham Public Libraries. 
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Miss Mabel E. Morton, Linen Hall Library, Belfast. 
W.G. Hawkins, Public Libraries, Fulham. 
Walter Cook, Public Libraries, Croydon. 
FRANKLIN T. BARRETT, ) 
James Durr Brown. | 0” 
Classification. 

The following candidates have satisfied the examiners in 
the subject of Classification, theoretical and practical, the names 
being arranged in order of merit: 

T. E. Turnbull, Public Libraries, Newcastle-on-Tyne t] 

le rit je 

William J. Harris, Hornsey Public Libraries. 

E. WynpHAm Hu.LMeE, ), 
L. STANLEY JAST, j° 
Members of the L.A.A, 


CORRESPONDENCE. 
To THE Epitor, Library Assistant. 
Dear Sir, 

I shall be glad to know the names of any of our members 
who would care to join a party of library assistants and friends 
for a cycle outing to Stoke Pogis, late in August. 

The local features are interesting and the scenery t 
very fine. Should a sufficient number signify their intention t 
be present arrangements may be made for ,our reception at 
Stoke Pogis, and also for an interesting introduction to su 
matters of note as are associated with this pleasant old-tim 
spot. 

Will members requiring further information kindly com- 
municate before the end of this month with 


R 
236 Cable Street, E. 
Sir, 

I desire to inform the members of the L.A.A. in general, 
and those who were present at the Annual Meeting in particular, 
that Mr. Chambers subsequently admitted to me that the state- 
ment he made at the Annual Meeting that “ a// the representatives 
of the North-Western Branch had been thrown out” of th 
Committee by those who issued the election circular, was 
incorrect. No less than three members of the North-Western 
Branch were elected, which represents about one-third of the 
Non-London Committee. 

Faithfully yours, 
ROBERT STEVENSON, 
Fune Ath, 1903. Central Library, Croydot 
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PETRARCH. 
By H. G. SuRETIES. 

Francesco Petrarca, or Petrarch, as the great Italian poet and scholar 
is more familiarly known, was born at Arezzo on July 20th, 1304. His 
parents were citizens of Florence, and, he tells us, ‘‘ of humble circum- 
stances."” From that city they were banished in the month of January, 
1302—a like fate which was shared by Petrarch’s illustrious contemporary, 
Dante, even to the same date—a strange coincidence. Petrarch has been 
styled the first of the Italian humanists, and there is no doubt he did much 
for the cause of education. He foresaw the revival of classical learning, 
and advocated the establishment of public libraries, a fact in itself sufficient 
to give him some claim to our remembrance. By all accounts he was 
handsome in appearance, fond of rich clothing, and of Court life. The 
darker side of his character revealed a somewhat irritable temperament, 
easily susceptible to offence, and an inclination to be jealous of his reputa- 
tion. Perhaps, however, the greatest blot in his character was that which 
allowed him, in his early youth, to form an illicit connection with a woman 
below him in station, by whom he had two children. With regard to his 
great abilities, Petrarch the scholar must not be forgotten in Petrarch the 
poet ; although, perhaps, it is as a poet that he is best remembered in 
modern times. In his time Petrarch’s influence was far wider than that 
of Dante’s—a strange fact when we compare the position of the two great 
poets in the public estimation of to-day. 

Petrarca pere was a notary of Florence, and a great friend of Dante. 
Before his enforced banishment he had held a responsible position in the 
Florentine Republic. He intended that his son should follow in his foot- 
steps, and, with this object, Petrarch tells us he was sent to study law at 
Montpellier, where he spent four years, and from thence to Bologna for a 
further period of three years. Late in life he speaks of these seven years, 


“Not so much spent as totally wasted.’ Of the law itself he was con- 
scious of its dignity; but he rebelled against what he considered the 


degradation of the manner of its practice, considering it dishonest and 
against the dictates of his conscience; and on the death of his father, in 
April, 1326, Petrarch relinquished all intention of following the law as a pro- 
fession. He had little or no knowledge of the Greek language, and this 
was, perhaps, the great gap in his education, as he was in a measure pre- 
cluded from reading and studying the great Greek writers. Petrarch’s 
connection with Boccaccio was a lengthy one, extending right up to the 


time of Petrarch’s death, and the two were always fast friends, and in con- 
stant correspondence. 3occaccio repeatedly refused Petrarch’s earnest 
invitation to live with him. The two great epochs in the poct’s life were 


his meeting with Laura and his crowning as poet laureate. It was on his 
return from Bologna that the poet’s company began to be sought for by 
prominent men. ‘* Wherefore,’’ he says, ** [ cannot say.’ Amongst these 
ardent admirers was King Robert of Naples, and after paying the King a 
visit at Naples, where he underwent a three days’ examination, he journeyed 
to Rome and there received the laurel crown on Easter Sunday, April 8th, 
1341. It is worthy of note that at this time Petrarch had done little to 
merit the honour. However, about this time he finished his great epic 
poem, ‘* Africa,’’ a work on which he based his claim to fame, although 
afterwards he disliked hearing the work mentioned. 

It was at Avignon, on the 6th day of April, 1327, in the Church of 
Santa Clara, that Petrarch first met Laura. This has been rightly said 
to have been the great event of his life. His passion was unrequited, yet 
it influenced his whole life and the trend of his thoughts. Of the lady 
herself little is known. It is probable that she was marricd in 1325 to 
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Hugo de Sade, and bore him eleven children. Her character was without 
reproach, a circumstance the more to be wondered at, considering that the 
Court at Avignon was at that time shamefully corrupt. Of the purity 

Petrarch’s love for Laura there can be no question—neither time nor death 
quenched his passion. Laura died of the plague that swept over Italy, on 
6th April, 1348, exactly 21 years after her meeting with the poet whose 
passion she inflamed. This year was one of trouble and tribulation to 
Petrarch. Long after he says, ‘* This year 1 now perceive to have been 
the beginning of sorrow.’’ Not only did he lose his beloved Laura, but 
some of his friends in this ill-fated year. Yet his brain did not remain 
dormant or his pen idle. Sixteen hours a day were devoted to reading and 
study. All his life Petrarch had been an enthusiastic collector of MSS 
His favourite authors were Cicero and Virgil. At school it is recorded that 
he was eagerly devouring Cicero when his fellow-students were strugg 
with the simpler classics. Within a few years of the end of his life he 
formed the resolution of presenting his collection of MSS. to Venice for 
the public use, on condition that the collection should not be broken up 
and should be well housed. The gift was accepted ; but the spirit in whict 
Petrarch intended his library to be used was not respected Years 
after those books which he had loved and cherished were found by the 
antiquary, Tomasini, cast aside in a dark room. Some had crumbled into 








powder, and others were irretrievably spoilt. The few that had escaped 





destruction are now in the Ducal Palace at Venice. The last four years of 
his life Petrarch spent at his retreat inthe Euganean Hills, whither he had 
retired for quietness from the noise and bustle of the city. He had been 
in failing health for some time, and on July 18th, 1374, with his face bowed 
on the book before him, his spirit passed away. So ended the life of one 


of Italy’s greatest sons, a true man, earnest patriot and great scholar 


LIBRARY ASSOCIATION SUMMER SCHOOL, 
N.W. BRANCH. 

The sixth meeting of the Summer School was held in the 
John Rylands Library, Manchester, on June 17th, 18th and 19th, 
at which the following series of lectures were delivered :—* The 
Evolution of Books,” by Mr. H. Guppy; ‘ Questions for con- 
sideration in Cataloguing,” by Mr. Guthrie Vine; ‘ Books of 
Reference, and how to use them,” by Mr. Julian Peacock; 
“Selection of Books for Public Lending Libraries,” by Mr. 
C. W. Sutton; and a practical demonstration of bookbinding by 
Mr. John Fazackerley. In connection with these lectures a 
capital synopsis was issued, citing most of the principal points 
and giving excellent lists of books on the subjects where possible. 
A copy will be placed in the L.A.A. Library by courtesy of Mr. 
Guppy. Prizes will be awarded for the best reports of the 
lectures. a 

APPOINTMENTS. 
DALLIMORE, F., of Wigan, to be Assistant at the Mitchell 
Library, Glasgow. 
Seep, W. H., Sub-Librarian, Accrington, to be Senior in Charge 
of the Seacombe Branch of the Wallasey Libraries. 
Wixuis,J., of Carlisle, to be Senior Assistant at Stoke-upon-Trent, 
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NOTES AND COMMENTS. 

Brierley Hill.—Mr. Carnegie has forwarded to the town 
clerk the sum of £2,000 towards the cost of erecting a public 
library. 

Honours.— Our congratulations to Mr. W. R. Wilson, of 
the British Museum, upon whom was conferred the Imperial 
Service Order among the King’s Birthday Honours. 

We understand that Mr. J. Passmore Edwards has again 
had a knighthood offered him, but has respectfully declined the 
honour. 

Hull.—At a meeting of the Hull Public Library Committee 
on the 23rd ult., the Chairman announced that Mr. Carnegie 
had promised £3,000 towards a branch library on Anlaby Road. 
It was decided to accept the offer with thanks. 

Manchester.—-At the Town Council last month, Mr. 
Plummer, in moving the adoption of the Free Library Com- 
mittee’s minutes, referred to the offer of Mr. Greenwood to 
provide a library, and said that gentleman was sparing no 
expense to make it as perfect and as useful as possible. The 
library would consist of books in many languages relating to 
bibliography, the history and administration of libraries, the 
annals of printing and bookbinding in various countries, with 
practical treatises on those arts; works on palzography, and 
similar subjects. Mr. Greenwood’s aim was to gather together 
all the books that might be called a librarian’s bibliographical or 
professional “ tools.” That description did not, however, indicate 
fully the comprehensive nature of the collection, which would 
include literary aids and bibliographies of value to workers in various 
regions of knowledge --theological, historical, economic, scientific 
and technical. The books would be available for use under the 
ordinary conditions at the Reference Library, but it was Mr. 
Greenwood’s desire that they should also be at the service of 
librarians and others engaged in library administration through- 
out the country, and to this end certain regulations would be 
framed, under which the volumes may be lent to librarians, 
The Committee, Mr. Plummer added, was glad to announce 
that, together with this library, Mr. Greenwood will give a sum 
of money for investment, the interest of which will be sufficient 
for the general upkeep of the collection and for all incidental 
expenses. For some time past we had entertained the hope that 
this collection would be added eventually to the “ William Blades,” 
“Talbot Baines Reed”? and “John Southward” collections at 
the St. Bride Foundation Institute. Had this been done the 
most complete library of Bibliography and Typography would 
then have been established in a centre, which, we venture to 
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think, would have been more convenient than Manchester. At 
the same time, we expect there is little in Mr. Greenwood’s 
collection which St. Bride’s do not already possess, but we feel 
it would have been better to have had one complete whole rather 
than two imperfect halves. 

St. Anne’s-on-Sea (Lancs.).—Mr. Carnegie has for- 
warded to the Urban Council the sum of £3,500 for a_ public 
library upon the usual conditions. A committee has been 
appointed to secure a site, about which it is anticipated there 
will be no difficulty. 

Stoke Newington.—Mr. Carnegie has promised to provide 
£4,000 for the extension of the Library and the erection of 
Lecture Hall. 

Sunderland.—Mr. Carnegie has intimated that he is 
prepared to give £10,000 to Sunderland for the erection of tw: 
branch libraries in the town. The condition attached to the 
gift is that all of the penny rate be devoted to the maintenanc 
of the libraries, and that the sites for the branches be given 
without charging the library rate. 

Taunton.—The local authorities are advertising for designs 
for a Public Library. 

Tilbury.—Mr. Carnegie has replied to a communication 
from the Parish Council on the subject of a public library 
terms which suggest that if he is satisfied as regards certain 
points, he will present a library to the Parish. 





NEW BOOKS, &c. 
Bootle Free Library and Museum Committee: Sixteenth 
General Report, 1902-3. (C.H. Hunt, Librarian). 


Bootle is one of those favoured places whose fiction issue is very lo 
viz. :—1901-2, 68°2 per cent. ; 1902-3, 66°7 per cent. nd has percep 
declined during the past six years. An interesting fact is that the 
of the Bootle Board Schools are now associated with the Lending Lib 
Department. 








Bootle Free Library, Museum, and Technical School Journal. 
No. 22. June. 

Contains the usual notes on books, local items, list of additions, &« 
and the first portion of an article by Mr. J.J. Ogle, ‘* An Educational Tour 
in North Germany.”’ 

ootle Free Libraries: Shronological List of istorical 
Bootle | Lib A ©) logical I f Hist 
Novels and Tales contained in the Central Library. Com- 
piled by Cuas. H. Hunt and W. T. Montcomery. 

A useful annotated pamphlet which should do much to stimulate the 

study of history. 
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Croydon Public Libraries: Reader's Index, May-June, 1903. 
(L. Stanuey Jast, Librarian). 


Contains the usual list of additions, a special catalogue of a circulating 
collection of photographs in the fine arts, and an annotated reading list of 
books in the Libraries on ** Out-of-Door ** subjects, compiled by Mr. H. T. 
Coutts of the Libraries staff. A special ‘* Illustration Ticket’’ is issued for 
those wishing to make use of the art photographs in their own homes. 
Croydon Public Libraries: The Reader's Index. July-August. 

(Edited by L. Stantey Jast, Chief Librarian). 

Contains the usual annotated list of additions, with selections from the 
Annual Report. There are also two topical Reading Lists on ‘* Mountain- 
eering “’ and ‘* Free frade and Protection,’’ compiled by Messrs. E. C. 
Grigsby and E. A. Savage respectively. 

Croydon Public Libraries: Fourteenth Annual Report. (L. S. 
Jast, Chief Librarian). 

An admirable report, which would convince the most incredulous that 
the Public Library Movement in Croydon is a very “ live’? affair. The 
work done is excellent, and the methods employed most up-to-date and 
original. 


Eastbourne Public Libraries: Seventh Annual Report, 1902-3 
(J. H. Harpcastie, Librarian). 


Reports an increase in the issue at the Central Library, the opening of 
a Branch, and a gift of £10,000 from Mr. Carnegie to defray the cost of a 
new building for the Central Library, which is not a bad year’s work. We 
do not think the presence of such publications as ‘* Answers,”’ ** Tit-bits ”’ 
and ** Scraps*’ ina Public Library reading room adds to the intellectual 
dignity of the place. 

Fulham Public Libraries: Fifteenth Annual Report, 1902. 

(Prankun T. Barrett, Librarian). 

Shows an increase in the year’s issues of nearly 43,000 vols. The 
Open Access System has proved both successful and popular at the 
South Branch Library, and the Committee regret that lack of suitable 
accommodation at the Central Library prevents the adoption of the 
same methods. Among the lectures given we notice that Mr. Cecil T. 
Davis re-delivered his address on Captain Marryat, which some of our 
readers will remember with interest. 

Hereford Public Library and Museum: Thirty-first Annual 

Report, 1902-3. (J. Cockrort, Librarian and Secretary). 
Hornsey Public Libraries: Fourth Annual Report, 1902-3. 

(THos. JoHNsTON, Librarian). 

The opening of the Highgate Branch in June, 1902, appears to have 
somewhat crippled the work of the other two Libraries—at least for the 
time being—both the Central and Stroud Green Branch show a decrease 
in issues, and the new books added to these Libraries are practically nil. 
However, everything cannot be done at once, and that much good is being 
done is evinced by the single fact that ‘one in every seven of the inhabi- 
tants of Hornsey at present hold tickets entitling them to borrow books 
from the Libraries.” 
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Jahr (Torstein) and Adam Julius Strohm: Bibliography of 
Co-operative Cataloguing and the printing of Catalogue 
Cards. 4to. Washington, 1903. 


This is a monograph of 116 pages reprinted from the Report of the 


Librarian of Congress for 1902 and ‘‘ aims to present a chronological 
conspectus of the growth of the literature about plans and enterprises in 
co-operative cataloguing and international bibliography.’’ That is to say 
it consists of an annotated list of a number of articles and books which 
have dealt with the possibility of producing a complete catalogue of all the 
books published in every country from the invention of printing to the 
present date. The list seems to be very, very American in its composition 
and we think we have seen other British efforts in this direction which are 
not recorded here. Our Bibliographical Society is not even mentioned so 
far as we can discover, and surely it has done some things worthy of 
recognition in such a monograph? The compilation, by the way, Ws 
what a large amount of ‘‘ gassing ** can be done without a tittle of the real 


work being accomplished ! Nevertheless, such productions have their value 
and so far as it goes, this little work has been well carried out. 


Kendal Public Library: Eleventh Annual Report, 1902-3, 
(C. J. Mettor, Librarian). 


Leyton Public Library Magazine, May, 1903. (Edited by Z. 
Moon, Librarian). 


Leyton Public Libraries: Annual Report, 1902-3. (Z. Mooy, 
Librarian). 


An encouraging report, although limited means has prevented the 
established branches from being a success. It is pleasing to note that the 
fiction issue is only 52 per cent. Without prej ¢ 
regret to see the following statement made by the Librarian ‘ The 
introduction of lady assistants has been exceedingly satisfactory; the 
have displayed a diligence and ability which will, I believe, encourage the 
Committee to appoint lady assistants to fill future vacancies."’ We wonder 
whether Mr. Moon would really like to see a lady appointed to succeed him 
It is curious to learn, too, that to the first vacancy that occurred after this 
was published a male assistant was appointed ! 


udicc, we must confess 


Library Assistants’ Association, North-Western Branch : Fourth 
Annual Report, 1903. 


The Committee report an encouraging increase in membership during 
the year, but properly point out that considering the number of assistants 
employed in the district, their numerical strength is not what it might and 
ought to be. A good year’s work has been accomplished and some 
instructive and interesting papers have been read. With pardonable pride 
the Committee call attention to the fact that the members of the Branch 
have secured the majority of the prizes offered in connection with the 
Study Circle. Altogether the Executive are to be congratulated on what 
has been done, and distinctly deserve the support of the three hundred odd 
assistants engaged within the North-Western Boundary 
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Manchester Public Free Libraries: Record of the Jubilee 
Celebrations. (Edited by CHarLEs W. Sutton, M.A,, 
Chief Librarian). 1903. 


A brochure of 104 pages, containing verbatim reports of the proceedings 
at the Jubilee Celebrations. All the speeches are included, and they 
embody much which should prove inspiring and encouraging to the younger 
members of the profession. Dr. Richard Garnett made a bold appeal for 
the librarian, urging that ‘‘ nothing could be more conducive to the attain- 
ment of the objects for which free libraries were founded, than to bring 
about during the next half-century as great an elevation of status of the 
librarian as the last half-century has seen in the position of the library.”’ 
A poem specially written for the occasion by Sir Lewis Morris appears on 
the first page of the brochure. 


Morley College Magazine: May and June. 


Revista delle Biblioteche e degli archivi. May-June. (Florence). 
Includes a paper by A. D’Ancona and G. Fumagalli, entitled : ‘‘ Pro- 


posals for the compilation of an Italian bibliography,’’ as well as other 
papers of a bibliographical nature. 


Revue des Bibliothéques et Archives de Belgique. No. 3. 
May-June. 

Opens with ‘‘ Some words on the early days of the printing press in 
Russia,’’ and contains several other equally instructive and interesting 
articles, besides a record of all the principal library and bibliographical 
publications. 


Richmond Public Library: Twenty-second Annual Report. 
1902-3. (A. A. Barkas, Librarian). 


Waterloo-with-Seaforth Public Library: Fifth Annual Report, 
1902-3. (Miss Kate Fearnsipe, Librarian). 


West Ham Library Notes: (Edited by ALFrep CotcGreave, 
Borough Librarian.) No. 31, Jan.-March, 1903. 


Opens with an article on the Progress of the Public Library Movement 
in West Ham, incorporated with which is a list of Mr. Passmore Edwards’ 
benefactions to libraries and charitable institutions to date, which makes a 
formidable array. There is also a supplementary list of books on London 
and the suburbs added to the Libraries while the other list has been in 
preparation, together with the usual lists of recent additions annotated. 


West Ham Public Libraries: A Souvenir of the Opening of the 

Passmore Edwards Public Library at Plaistow. (Prepared 

by ALFRED CoTtGREAVE, Borough Librarian). 8vo. pp. 100, 

1903. 

Gives a resumé of the history of the West Ham Municipal Libraries, 
together with descriptions, photographs, plans, etc., as well as several 
local views and portraits of councillors. A capital portrait of Andrew 
Carnegie forms the frontispiece. 
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OBITUARY. 


The death of Miss M. S. R. James on June Sth, in Boston, Mass.. 
leaves the library world of Great Britain the poorer by one of its most 
active and intelligent workers. Miss James had been ailing all the spring, 
and finally succumbed to typhoid fever following on a severe attack of 
measles. Up to the time of her death her energy in keeping up with 
library affairs was unceasing, and it manifested itself in the various papers 
she read and speeches she made on both sides of the Atlantic—her name is 
down for a paper to be read at Leeds this year. 

It is hardly necessary to do more than recall to mind the various steps 
in her career. She joined the People’s Palace in the early days of its 
existence, and quickly came to the front by reason of her enthusiastic zeal 
for everything that helped to increase the usefulness of the library, and 
when her chief, Miss Constance Black, left to marry Mr. Edward Garnet, 
Miss James was offered the vacant post. On May 12th, 1890, she read a 
most interesting paper on the People’s Palace Library before the Library 
Association. , 

In 1903 she went to the International Exposition of Chicago as one of 
tne British Library delegates, and early in 1894 she left the People’s 
Palace to accept a position in the Library Bureau. After six months pre- 
paratory work at the head office in Boston she came back to help start 
a London branch. 

Her interest in any scheme that seemed likely to promote the advance 


of the Library movement never flagged, and when the Library Assistants 
Association was started she was one of the first honorary members. 

In 1897 she gave up her London work to take up another position in 
the Library department of the same firm in America, and there she was 


working at the time of her death, although at different times she had had 
tempting offers made to her by the Library of Congress, the Pratt Institute, 
and other large libraries in the United States. Her thoughts, however, 
turned to England, and she looked forward to the day when suitable work 
should offer itself to come back and settle once more among us. 


M. PETHERBRIDGE. 


NOTICES. 
All matter for August Journal should be sent to the Hon, 
Editor before July 20th. 
All other communications should be addressed to the Hon. 
Secretary, Mr. G. E. Roebuck, Pustic Lisrary, 236, Capre 
STREET, E. 
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The public Cibrary Systems 


. OF 


GREAT BRITAIN, AMERIGA... 





6 AND SOUTH AFRIGA, 


By BERTRAM L, DYER, 


(Librarian of Kimberley, Hon. Member of the L.A.A., Member 
of the S.A.A.A.S., S.A.P.S., S.A., &c. 





’ &c.) 

Being a reprint (with addenda) of a paper read at the first Con- 
gress of the South African Association for the Advancement 
of Science, held at Cape Town, April-May, 1903. 








Copies may be had from the Author, or from Mr. W. G. 
* Chambers, Public Library, Woolwich, S.E. 





‘* LIBRARY ASSISTANT.” 


Wanted :—Vot. 1, Nos. 2 to 11, 16, and 19. 


VoL. 2, Nos. 32, 34, and 37. 


Offer :— Vo t. 1, Nos. 13 and 14. 


VoL. 2, Nos. 38, 40, 41, 42, 43, 44, and 45. 


(Or Payment) 








a TO 
‘‘ BOOKMAN,”’ 


c/o Epiror, ‘“‘ Lisrary ASSISTANT,” 


126 Brunswick Roap, E. 














SPECIALTO LIBRARIANS. | 








Books Supplied and Bound from the Quire, in 
Hexible Pigskin, Morocco, or a Sanitary Washable 
Cloth specially manufactured for us 


GUARANTEE : 
We guarantee that our Binding will outlast the Book. 


BOOKS RE-BOUND. READERS’ TICKETS 
IN LEATHER OR CLOTH. 


Solid Leather Reading Covers, made in one piece, without 
Cinina or Stitches; practically indestructible. 


An Inexpensive Reading Cover in our Sanitary 
Washable Cloth. 





One of the many Testimonials received by 
“CHELSEA PuBtic List 
1) 

Messrs. Banting & Son have been the bookbinders to these Libraries 
from the commencement, in 1888, and have given every satisfaction 
Their work is lasting, reasonable in price, and « 

The fact that they are binders under contract t 
of Public Libraries is sufficient proof that in this parti r line they 
are difficult to beat. 

J. HENRY QUINN, 


Librar 


PARTICULARS, PRICES, AND SAMPLES ON APPLICATION. 


J. BANTING & SON | 


Bookbinders and Booksellers, 
KING’S ROAD, CHELSEA, LONDON. 
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